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The June heat in Philadelphia was blistering. Even before the sun came up, it was

hot. Thomas Jefferson of Virginia did his best to stay cool as he wrote in the room he had

Lted@ He was writing a letter. But it was no ordinary letter.

Along with Jefferson, important men from all thirteen American colonies had come to
Philadelphia. They planned to do something brave and dangerous. The colonies were
declaring their freedom from Great Britain. They were going to create a new
country—the United States of America.

Thomas Jefferson was chosen to write a public letter to the British king listing all the
reasons why people in America were rebelling. Jefferson also wanted the letter to show

other countries in Europe why this was the right decision for America. It took Jefferson

.. ) ®, .
only a couple of weeks to finish one of the most important documents in history: the

Declaration of Independence.

Sending an announcement like this—a declaration—meant that the colonists in
America would go to war. The British army was large and powerful. The colonists didn’t
even have an army. The chances were slim that the Americans could win. Many would

certainly die. And even if by some chance the colonists did win their freedom, could

. . @ |
thirteen different colonies create a new country together?

Each day Jefferson would discuss the ideas for the declaration with some of the other
men who had gathered in Philadelphia. After these talks, Jefferson would sometimes
tear up his most recent draft of the declaration and start over.

He wanted to get every word just right. The declaration had to explain more than

why the colonies could no longer live under British rule. More importantly, it had to tell
the world what this new country hoped to stand for. It would not have a king. It would
set up a government in which ordinary men decided the laws.

After the Declaration of Independence was finished, it was signed on July 4, 1776. It
has become one of the most important statements of freedom. It has inspired people
around the globe to fight for their freedom as well. Thomas Jefferson wrote, “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” This meant that this new
United States would treat everyone the same. Jefferson may not have realized how

powerful %mse simple words would be for hundreds of years to come.

Hi#  Michael C. Harris. What Is the Declaration of Independence? New York: Penguin
Workshop, 2016 (—&k%)
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T'll wait until my niece takes me shopping. “I want to buy some wool,” I tell her. “I

want to knit Leonard a scarf.” “But you don’t knit,” she says. She looks at my crooked

hands and quickly looks away agngin. “And Leonard doesn’t go out any more.” But Petra
takes me to the wool shop anyway.

“I want to buy some blue wool,” I say to the woman in the shop. “The color of my
husband’s eyes.” I touch a ball of blue wool that feels as soft as a bird’s feathers. “Isn’t
this a little too fine?” asks the woman in the shop. “No, it’s just right.”

Later, tired after my shopping, I lie back in my armchair and have a little sleep.
When the car stops outside, I am still half asleep, and in my mind I see a younger Leonard
gcanding at the door. His back is as straight as a piece of wood, and his blue eyes smile.

“Is anyone home?” Dan calls. I wake with a jump. “Here we are, Mr. Phipps,” Dan
says to Leonard. Holding Leonard’s arm, Dan walks him into the house. “Thank you,
Dan.” 1 take off Leonard’s coat and push some hair away from his eyes.

We eat dinner in a silence that aches. Then, after I've washed him and put him to
bed, I sit down to knit. The needles are silver and cold. I take the paper cover off the
wool, find one end of it, and try again and again to make the first stitch. I am listening to

music by Beethoven, and it is nearly halfway through before I have finished the first row of

stitches. My fingers hurt, and they won’t do what I tell them.
Leonard and I met at a concert in Auckland. He was tall, with blond hair then. I

can still see him walking towards my seat. He took off the soft blue scarf that was the

same color as his eyes, and my heart gave a little jump. We talked over supper, and I

found out where he lived and what he did. “I'm an eye doctor,” he said, “just beginning.
No money, but I never miss concerts.” I made our first date while we were walking out of
the concert building. In those days men always did the asking, not girls. I don’t know if

Leonard was surprised at my asking him or not. He never said anything.

On the days when Leonard goes to the day-care center, I knit. I plan to finish the
scarf for our fifty-third wedding anniversary. The scarf is almost finished, and when I
hold it to the light, diamonds shine through. I shake the wool, drop a stitch, try to find it
again. Was I more in love with Leonard than he was with me? I have so many questions

... and I cannot ask any of them now.

Hi#  Jennifer Bassett, ed. Stories from the Heart. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018
(— )
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